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Classism Reflection
Poverty, discrimination, and social class are all entangled in a web that encompasses age, gender, ethnicity, race, and schooling. The world has money and through collective compassion people all over the world give aid money to help fight poverty. However, there exists a pervasive hidden problem that keeps poverty alive. The dark underlying cause of this problem of poverty hinges on social class and discrimination. To begin with, systems of violence that include both domestic, sexual, and general violence promote poverty and discrimination. The traditional anti-poverty programs have not been able to eradicate poverty and promote the equality that mitigates discrimination. From the idea of the locust effect mentioned, it becomes clear that poverty leaves poor people vulnerable to more than just cold or hunger. It leaves people vulnerable to exploitation and violence. The social class comes into play because it is those with power and wealth that promote a system that discriminates the poor and enslaves them.
 Just like locusts can destroy crops, in the same way, everyday acts of violence and discrimination against the poor who occupy the lower levels of the social class act as a hidden plague of poverty. When law enforcement is neglected the poor are discriminated against and this is because the rich can pay for private security and continue getting richer. The poor on the other hand have inadequate public systems of justice that plunge them deeper into the pit of poverty. When young people are given opportunities to access schooling then poverty and discrimination based on ethnicity, age, and gender can be tremendously reduced. It is unfortunate that having opportunities for school is not enough because the systems of violence make it almost impossible for young people of certain ethnic backgrounds and gender to go to school. Social class, poverty, and discrimination are intertwined in a way that none of them can be effectively addressed independently. The complexity can only be understood and addressed through collective compassion (Haugen, 2020).
Because the rich want to gain more wealth they exploit the poor who are vulnerable and this works to promote world poverty rates. An example is oil and minerals being mined in some parts of Africa and the residents of these areas rarely benefit from such wealth obtained from their land. Also, systems of violence promote both discrimination and poverty because the poor are not protected and have little to no say on issues directly affecting them. When a girl is sexually abused in her neighborhood and the perpetrator is not held accountable, such discrimination sustains the system of violence which ultimately allows poverty to rage on. The good thing is that there is hope and the world only needs to identify, understand, and address these issues in an objective way. The traditional methods are not working because the simple failures of compassion continue to impact the world.
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